rainbowrailroad.org

Rainbow Railroad acknowledges that our
offices in Tkaronto (Toronto) and Menatay
(Manhattan, NYC) are on the unceded land of
many nations including the Mississaugas of
the Credit, the Anishnabeg, the Chippewa,
the Haudenosaunee, the Wendat and the
Lenape peoples. We encourage our
supporters to learn more about the history of
Indigenous and Native peoples and support
their fight for justice on stolen land.

Pride is one of the busiest times of year,
and we have many requests coming in for
promotion and support, which we can't
always facilitate.
This toolkit is packed with resources, and
will have everything you need to support you
throughout your fundraiser - including,
where to go if you need help or have
questions!
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HOW WE WORK
There are currently 80 million displaced people around the
world – the highest number since the end of the Second World
War. Over half of these individuals are internally displaced, and
of these people, LGBTQI+ internally displaced persons are
uniquely vulnerable.
In 2021, 8,451 people reached out to Rainbow Railroad for assistance.

While we are unable to relocate everyone who reaches out to
us, we offer a variety of programs to support their unique needs
and circumstances. Additionally, we work with 24 international
partners on the ground, various international civil society
organizations, domestic relocation support organizations, and
international governments.

A summary of our requests for help:

8,451

Request for help from LGBTQI+
individuals in 2021

206

Individuals supported through
emergency travel support in 2021

1,808

Total LGBTQ+ individuals
helps across Rainbow
Railroads 6 program in 2021

10,000

Rainbow Railroad's projected number of
requests for help for 2022 - a record amount
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HOW WE WORK
Emergency Travel Support for
LGBTQI+ folks at risk

Providing emergency travel to
LGBTQI+ people facing imminent
danger is our core method of work.
This involves 3 key steps:
1. Verification: We verify each case, learn about the circumstances
of the individual facing persecution and begin determining how we
can help.
2. Research & Support: We research possible routes to safety and
connect with local contacts who provide logistical support. This
includes providing support to the individual in-country (e.g
safehouses).
3. Travel: We provide travel to a safer country where the person’s
basic rights and freedoms are upheld.
Upon arrival, we provide limited, short-term support to help people
settle in.
In addition to emergency travel, Rainbow Railroad provides safety
to LGBTQI+ people around the world in five additional ways:
Lifesaving support to individuals
in imminent danger

Direct support of LGBTQI+
partner organizations

Support includes accommodation,
medical care, access to essential
medicines and relocation to
another region of the country.

Direct capacity building and
livelihood support to human rights
defenders, organizations and
collectives in countries where
people are displaced.

Emergency responses to
crackdowns on LGBTQI+ people

Essential information to LGBTQI+
people at risk

Monitoring and responding to
mass detentions and/or arrests of
LGBTQI+ persons.

Providing essential non-monetary
resources and counsel to
LGBTQI+ people facing violence
and persecution.

Private sponsorship of refugees

Arranging for the private
sponsorship of refugees and
pursuing other complementary
pathways to safety.
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THIRD PARTY
FUNDRAISING
CHECKLIST
You’re ready to give back to your community and have a great
fundraising idea - now it’s time to put it all together!
Visit our website to read about our work to get inspired!
Find your preferred way of fundraising on our website and submit a
fundraising form if necessary.
Read our Third-Party Fundraising Toolkit - great job, you’re
already doing it!
How will you receive donations? Set up a fundraising page on our
website or identify a platform you will use to collect donations.
Launch your fundraiser! Promote your event amongst your family,
friends, and social media. Reach out to our team if you need help
with any communication materials.
Once you’ve finished your fundraiser - it’s time to celebrate! Send
your donors a big thank you and feel free to send us a picture of
your fundraisers to share on Rainbow Railroad’s social media.
Last but not least, if you are independently collecting donations
please submit your donation to us through one of the methods
outlined in this document.
Thank you for your support!
Need further assistance?

Contact:
donations@rainbowrailroad.org
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